
November 2011

November 28 vote

What will future generations 
say about our faith and zeal?

Are we ready?
The federation membership was invited to an Open Forum November 2 to 
see the detailed floor plan, artist rendering, and construction budget for the 
Chapel Auditorium.  Representatives from Plunkett Raysich Architects and 
Catalyst Construction gave reports on the planning process and projections 
of construction cost both now and in the future. 

KML Administration reviewed the Decision Process Guide, given to each 
congregation of the Federation, that will help them evaluate the program 
needs and our readiness to break ground on the Chapel Auditorium project.  
New reports of gifts and pledges, funding models, interest rates, and 
historical trends were provided.

The representatives of our twenty-eight 
churches of the KML Federation will 
gather at the end of the month to vote 
on this historic step.  A vote to move forward would complete a four-phase 
long range facility expansion plan set in motion before 2001.

KML is receiving blessings from God every day as we approach the vote. 
More gifts and pledges have been coming in to encourage us to move 
forward. This is not a small project or an easy decision. Faith and trust 
in God  do not need to be in opposition to wise financial evaluation. Our 
founding fathers moved forward thirty-seven years ago with faith and zeal. 
Four expansion projects later they are thankful that God has blessed us in 
more ways than they ever imagined.

Read more in this publication about the comments from the Forum and 
construction projections and decision that are before us...
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Thoughts from the November 2 Open Forum

The consensus of those in attendance seemed to be that we need to build and 
find a way to make it happen as soon as possible. The discussion was blended 
with God pleasing faith and financial analysis.
We have a design that will serve the federation well and building costs are 
projected to rise 4-5 % annually.
Some in attendance were very cautiously trying to figure out what needs to be 
done in order to achieve this expansion without hampering the school’s future.
One person voiced the realization that this project is being supported mainly 
by individuals and less by congregational budget. This fact indicated to him 
that many people want this project to move forward.
One pastor and past board member voiced his appreciation of the planning and 
conscientious decision making of the KML faculty, staff, and board members. 
He seemed comfortable that this expansion had been evaluated thoroughly.
One person felt that we should do the entire project and not defer any            
elements. (Some items may be deferred in order to bring the cost down.   
Hopefully these elements can be completed in a timely manner by volunteers 
and donated materials and labor.)
More than half of the KML student body is directly involved in school music 
groups. Further program and academic growth is being hampered due to the 
lack of facilities.
In response to a question, Principal Granberg commented that some students 
cannot take a desired course because of scheduling conflicts caused by a 
bottleneck created by the constant use of the music room (KML’s one music 
room is used approximately 62 hours each week. In comparison, a normal 
school week has 36.25 hours.)
Everyone was reminded to pray about the expansion and reminded 
that we have a God who can do more than we can imagine.
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What is the financial cost?

Option A    Total cost  $5,530,454

Option B    Total cost $5,530.454 
   -  $797,733  (possible deferred costs)
           $4,732,721   new project costs
               -$4,000,000  municipal bond debt
             $732,721   construction gap 
        -  $244,323  available cash for construction
    $488,398   remaining gap and need

KML also has $661,545 of pledges that are committed to this project.
Option B allows us to build now but defer some parts of the overall 
project. We would be able to enclose the academic wing but not build out 
the interior. We could also defer the parking lot and exterior signage.

What do we need to do to make this a reality?

Before you form an opinion or decide to support this project, we ask you to 
take the first four steps on the PATH of the Walking the Path 
Together campaign.

Pray- for God’s courage and wisdom.
Act- get personally involved in church and school ministry.
Treasure- truly evaluate what is most important to you.
Honor-  Your stewardship honors God who gives us Life.

Every gift given is one less dollar that needs to be borrowed. 
Every pledge gives long term stability to this high school ministry.

Can we afford the annual debt payments?

Combining the existing debt from the Time to Grow expansion with the cost 
of the Chapel Auditorium, the annual debt service is proposed at $500,000 
per year for 26 years through municipal bonds. For the past ten years God 
has blessed us with average capital gifts of $501,567 per year from indi-
viduals and churches. He has also kept our operating budget and student 
enrollment stable during these capital projects.
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Melvina Aaberg $50.00
Jacob Eickstedt 775.00
Elvera Giese 20.00
Leland Gunst 100.00
Marvin Heimerl 625.00
Della Kleman 45.00
Glen Kjornes 20.00
Herb Leonhardt 100.00
Marcelene Moldenhauer 30.00
Geraldine Naylor 35.00

In Memoriam

In honor of
Jenny and Joey Backus - thank you for educating grandchildren $50.00
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Schmidt - 61 wedding anniversary 25.00

Grace Oppitz 100.00
Harvy & Daisey Rossman 250.00
Harry Sceizor 15.00
Jean Sceizor 15.00
Herbert & Elsbeth Schmandt 250.00
Vera Voigt 25.00
Ian Wolf 90.00
Art Wolfgram 50.00
Adeline Zimmermann 10.00

U
pc

om
in

g
 e

ve
nt

s

November
	 13 Open House 1-3pm
 10 Veterans Day observance 9am
 28 General Board  meeting 7pm -- Vote will be taken to break 
   ground for Chapel Auditorium.
December
 10 Winter band concert 7pm
 17 Christmas choral concert 7pm

I didn’t realize how much we have
 I met recently with a couple who is working on their estate plan for 
the first time. They had never really calculated all their assets and had no 
real concept of the amount of wealth they had accumulated over the years. 
No one would ever say this family was “rich” but the wife summed up her 
amazement when she said, “I didn’t realize how much we have!”
 As this couple worked through the estate-planning process, they were 
humbled by the many blessings that God had placed in their lives. They also 
were excited to plan for the distribution of those assets through their will.
 To learn more about creating your own estate plan or to schedule an 
appointment, call me at 262-677-4051 ext. 1116.

Paul Snamiska
Estate and Deferred Gift Counselor


